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M OSCOW – A Russian-
built nuclear reactor in
Iran will come on line

later than planned and Russia
won’t provide any fuel until it
signs an agreement with Iran for
returning the spent fuel, the
Russian Atomic Ministry said
Tuesday.

Atomic Energy Minister
Alexander Rumyantsev said that
the nuclear reactor in Bushehr in
southern Iran is now set to be
launched in 2005 and not next
year as originally planned, the
Interfax news agency reported.

Rumyantsev explained the
delay by the need to replace
some of the equipment initially
provided by Germany’s Siemens
company before it abandoned
the project after Iran’s 1979
Islamic Revolution.

“Russian experts have deter-
mined that much of the German
equipment was unfit for use and
had to be replaced with the
Russian analogues,”
Rumyantsev said, according to
Interfax.

However, Iranian officials
have said they expected the
Bushehr reactor to come on line
later this year, and
Rumyantsev’s statement could
indicate that Moscow was heed-
ing U.S. appeals to slow down the
contract until Iran proves it isn’t
covertly building nuclear
weapons.

Rumyantsev said that his min-
istry was working together with
the Ministry for Environment

Protection on details of how Iran
will return the spent fuel from
Bushehr, but didn’t say when
the documents would be final-
ized.

He said it would take at least
10 years from now for Iran to
have any spent fuel to ship back
to Russia.

Nuclear Power Ministry’s
spokesman Nikolai Shingaryov
said Tuesday that Russia would-
n’t supply any fuel for Bushehr
until the agreement on its return
is signed.

Shingaryov told The
Associated Press that Iran was
ready to sign the document and
the delay in signing was purely
technical and was explained by
the need to coordinate with
Russian government agencies.

Iran’s nuclear program has
been one of the major sources of
tension in U.S.-Russian relations
since 1995 when Moscow signed
the US$800 million Bushehr con-

tract with Tehran.
Russian officials have dis-

missed U.S. fears that the deal
could help Tehran build atomic
weapons, but have recently
shown signs of sharing some of
Washington’s concerns and
urged Iran to put all its nuclear
facilities under closer interna-
tional scrutiny.

The United States accuses
Iran of building a plant in the
central city of Natanz to enrich
uranium for nuclear weapons
production. Washington wants
the International Atomic
Energy Agency to declare Iran
in violation of the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty at its
session this month.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said after Sunday’s summit
with U.S. President George W.
Bush in St. Petersburg that their
positions on Iran “are much closer
than they seem.”

Speaking Tuesday after the
summit of the Group of Eight
leading industrialized nations and
Russia in Evian, France, Putin
reaffirmed that Moscow will
insist that all Iranian nuclear pro-
grams be put under the IAEA’s
control.

At the same time, Putin
defended Russia’s right to contin-
ue cooperation with Iran and
warned against what he
described as pressure resulting
from an “unfair competition.”

Iran has insisted that its
nuclear program was strictly
peaceful and said last week it
could accept additional IAEA
controls if given access to
advanced nuclear technologies.

Launch of reactor in Iran
to be delayed: Rumyantsev
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R ussian President Vladimir
Putin told reporters
Tuesday that he was con-

fident the G8 summit in Evian
“had been successful.”

“After the summit I am deeply
convinced that the situation in the
world has improved,” Putin said.

In commenting on the results of
the summit, Putin made sure to
mention the two key figures,
French President Jacques
Chirac, the host of the summit,
and U.S. President George W.
Bush, who met for the first time
face to face in Evian after sharp
divisions that developed over
their positions on the military
operation in Iraq.

The summit took place at a
time when the situation in the
world had been aggravated by
the Iraqi crisis, Putin said.

“But thanks to French
President Jacques Chirac, his gift
for organizing discussions, his
experience, it was possible to
bring the positions (of the differ-
ent sides) closer,” Putin said.

While saying that the U.S.’ mil-
itary operation against Iraq was
prompted by “hurt pride and a
wish for self-assertion,” as a
result of “the threat to national
security following the September

11 attacks,” Putin said that the
military option “was to a large
extent not the best one.”

Putin went on to say that
Russia’s position with respect to
Iraq has remained consistent and
transparent, adding at the same
time that “it would be unforgiv-
able” if Russia and other coun-
tries in this situation took offence
and dissociated themselves from
the U.S.

But “Russia has its own strate-
gic interests and will continue to
maintain a position of principle on
the issues about which it has its
own opinion,” Putin said without
elaborating.

Earlier Tuesday Putin said
Russia is now cooperating with
Iran and will continue this coop-
eration further.

Putin also commented on
Russia’s role in the contemporary
world.

“Attitudes toward Russia have
been changing for a long time,”
the process depends on a multi-
tude of factors and “the main
problem is ourselves,” Putin said
without elaborating.

“Russia is integrating into the
international community more
and more, becoming a full mem-
ber of it, a fact confirmed by the
recent international meetings,”
he said.

Summit eased post-
war tensions: Putin
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DOUG & MARTY’S
ADRESS: 26, Zemlyanoy Val
Metro: Kurskaya
Tel: 917−0150

Mondays Countdown! All hard alcohol
including mixes

19:00−20:00 − Order one drink − get four
20:00−21:00 − Order one drink − get three
21:00−22:00 − Order one drink − get two
TEQUILA, VODKAS, RUMS, WHISKEYS,

MARTINI, COGNAC. Doug and Martys−
Moscow’s Best Foreign Bar−Great food −
50% Discount from noon until 21:00 daily.
Moscow’s best Buffalo Wings! Buck Happy
Hours−Daily from 18:00−21:00. Live sporting
events Your “Home Away From Home”

NEWS PUB
ADRESS: 18, Petrovka
Metro: Teatralnaya
Tel: 928−8343

A newly designed restaurant club located
downtown. Offers mouth watering interna−
tional cuisine, a full bar including 9 different
beers on tap and nightly entertainment. 

A popular hangout with expats and well to
do russians alike. 

Draws crowds in the evenings for the live
music and occasional cultural entertainment,
so reservations are advised if you are inter−
ested in dining. A real value for money 145
roubles business lunch. 

Come see what everybody’s talking about.

KARMA−BAR
ADRESS: 3, Pushechnaya Ul.
Metro: Kuznetsky Most
Tel: 924−5633

This is one of the most popular nightclubs in
town, especially among English−speaking
expats. The interior is designed Eastern−style,
and there are hookahs and Pan Asian cuisine
for dancers with an appetite. A regular feature
of the club is its special parties. To date, the
club's promoters have held a number of
popular events (for more details, see the
club's official Web site at www.karma−
bar.ru). Latin American dancing (salsa,
merenge, rueda) takes place every Thursday,
Friday and Saturday from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m.

European
Medical 
Center

Our address: 
Spiridonievsky per., 5 tel.: 933−6655; fax: 933−6650
Konushkovskaya ul., 34 (dentistry) tel.: 933−0002; fax: 254−3944

❏ Top European and American Surgeons 
and General Practitioners

❏ Moscow’s largest team of Western 
specialists; 

❏ Dentistry in our Dental Center by a full
French dental team; excellent results in
implantology and prostheses 

❏ In-and out-patient facilities and pain clinic

❏ On-site diagnostic and laboratory services

❏ X-Ray facilities

❏ House calls and Medical evacuation

❏ Corporate membership 
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EMC — Your health partner
in Moscow!
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